
The Trinity made simple.

When I was twelve, around the mid sixties, I fell out with Christianity. I went to classes at a local Church and the minister began to talk about God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. This confused me and when I asked him which one was God, he couldn’t give me an answer so I left the church. In my late twenties around the spring of 1980 I found myself in need of some answers to life. As with most of us, life was tough, it couldn’t just end and that was it; could it? So I found myself revisiting the lost faith of my youth.

Looking back, the events that lead up to my renewed faith were highly providential. God must have known that I was a potential follower and that what was needed was someone to guide me along certain thought processes which would land me on safe ground on the ‘other side.’ Do you remember those Popeye cartoons where Popeye is high up in the steelwork of a skyscraper under construction; or perhaps it was Donald Duck. Oblivious, he steps off into mid air - sleepwalking - just as a girder hanging off the end of a crane passes beneath his feet. He walks its length and onto another and so on until - still oblivious to what was happening - he walks onto safe ground. My being set upon the safe ground of a new faith seems comparable.

I found myself in association with a very capable young civil engineer with whom I was working at the time. He was also a very good musician and wanted to write a song with me about - yes you guessed it - Jesus! This freaked me out a bit but as I had so much respect for this person, I went along with it with guarded skepticism. I have no recollection what happened about the song, but I remember that that night we prayed together and I said that providing Jesus would give me a sign that he was real, I would be willing to receive Him into my life and try to live by his instructions. I soon got what I thought was a sufficient sign. The whole process was a strange mixture of adventure, trepidation, disbelief, anticipation and excitement at the thought of the Lord God the creator of the universe ‘moving in with me’. 

Life was thrilling, exciting and hedonistic in those early days of my new found faith, I had found purpose in life, to have a personal relationship with the Lord God Himself; a difficult taskmaster I have to say, and I have fallen out with Him on numerous occasions since.

My new found friend - the young engineer that is - was a star in the way he supported me through my incessant questioning of those early days of faith. One other thing I remember, was that I was taken up with reading the Bible and it was like the best novel I had ever read; it absorbed me completely for many months and my wife couldn’t understand what had happened to me. 

One day however, my friend said a strange thing which didn’t seem to make sense to me at all and it reminded me of those confusing classes I attended in the mid sixties. He said, “The Son has always been up there with the Father in heaven and they often talked to each other. When mankind fell into sin through The Fall the Father couldn’t bare to look at them anymore and told Jesus that punishment had to occur or he would have to wipe them out! So Jesus volunteered to come down and take upon himself the punishment that should be ours; so that from then on anyone who followed Jesus could be admitted to heaven.” 

I must admit, that although I had great respect for my friend, I was surprised at what I perceived as the irrationality of his comment. However as I was much more in need of my faith then than I was when I was twelve, I persevered. And, as I continued my progress with the Christian faith I began to discover that this was not an uncommonly held idea. Once I was told by a lady whom I was talking to in a supermarket car park that: “Jesus was sent down here to take upon Himself the punishment that was meant for us!” 

I began to be increasingly convinced that this was an unhelpful idea which was at odds with a God of infinite Love and Grace and with His Oneness. 

In fact, I have come to the conclusion, shared by many ordinary folk in pews up and down the country, that there is perhaps a more logical explanation to it all. This is that God didn’t send anybody down here, He came Himself by entering into a baby born of Mary the Virgin; and he called this baby His Son 1.

He didn’t come as a quasi sacrifice or for the mess that poor naive humankind had got themselves into, but to get the upper hand over the hells. The Lord made a sacrifice, yes, a lifetime of internal battles against the hells and a excruciating death; not a sacrifice in the sense of a scapegoat. He took the hells on in their sphere of activity the - natural world - and because they didn’t succeed in tempting him at all he now has control over them from love. This is redemption: the restoration of free will in spiritual matters for the whole human race.  

This Lord is just as worthy of following, as he went through the same suffering for us which ever way you look at it; but to help us out of a mess and redeem us by leaving us in spiritual freedom and rationality. He rebalanced the overwhelming influence that the hells held over humanity in those days so that from then on, we could choose between good and evil instead of being dominated by the latter. According to Swedenborg, it is necessary for ‘Christians’ to believe that The Lord Jesus Christ is the God of heaven and earth; but also that all those who live good and useful lives go to their heaven whatever their religion.

So I think not of the Trinity as three Gods sat on three thrones above the heavens: the Father in the middle, the Son on the right and the Holy Spirit on the left; but as the Soul, Body and Proceeding Creative ‘Energy’ of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. His Creative Energy being pure Love and Wisdom. As Paul the apostle said: “In Jesus Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead, bodily.” 2 

Thus, in this way, the oneness of God is preserved as is our view of Him as completely Loving, Wise and All Seeing. What is more, as people have a tendency to try to copy their God, then if we view Him in this way, we will not try to give out ‘punishment’ because any wrong doing at all ‘has to be punished’ like some irrational type of karma. If possible, we will try to educate and guide people into new ways first and - like the Lord did - give of ourselves to try to help out those struggling with temptation and difficulty. 

You may find this surprising, but I feel that the view of God that I am criticizing in this article can lead people into being judgmental, finger pointing and contributing to a blame culture. 

As God should in my view be defined as The Source of Life, Love and Wisdom, we retain our humility by doing any good as if it were from ourselves, though it ought to be believed that it is really the Lord acting with us and through us.

Incidentally, When Jesus said, ‘No-one can come to the Father except through me.’3 he means - in my view - that no-one can can become truly loving and thus enter heaven except through Wisdom - because the Lord is Wisdom personified, that is: ‘the Word made flesh.’ 

A few useful notes and quotes relating to this article:

Note:

‘Lord’ originally meant ‘giver of bread’ which in the spiritual sense means ‘giver of goodness’ as bread in the scriptures corresponds to goodness. Please do not associate the word with a medieval ‘Lord of the manner’ ‘lording it’ over his subjects in a bad way. 

The ‘Father’ is Pure Love and unknowable except through Divine expressions for example Krishna of the Hindu religion and especially for Christians through the person and life of Lord Jesus Christ.  

Refs:

1.  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who lived in the land of the shadow of death, on them the light has shined. ......For unto us a child is born. To us a son is given; and the government will be on his shoulders. His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, .....   (Isaiah 9: 2-7)

2. Col: 2.9
3. John 14:6 
From Swedenborg’s book: True Christianity: Please check this out and make up your own mind:
http://smallcanonsearch.com/read.php?book=tcr&section=163 
etc: Tab through ‘NEXT’ or ‘PREVIOUS’

Best wishes, Rev. David Gaffney


