Top down or bottom up Church?

What is the church? I believe it is a part within our minds where goodness and truth are nurtured and married together by our daily living. 

I also believe that the Bible in the form we have it today, contains the direct Word of our Lord and it is how it is because he wants it to be that way for the benefit of all. I don’t believe that it has been substantially tampered with or adjusted over the centuries to intentionally suit any particular human power struggle. However, how we interpret what we have is the issue as I see it. That great theologian Emanuel Swedenborg tells us that if we have an issue to address or personal problem to solve we should meditate on a passage from the Word  (for Christians this is the Bible) prayerfully seeking our Lord’s guidance in search of ‘wisdom’ and do it from an inclination of love to the Lord and our neighbour. The human intellect when it is not walking hand in hand with our Lord can be self-centered and lead us astray.

We - that is the ‘church between our ears’ - are between two worlds, the heavenly world above (top down) and the material world below (bottom up). Our focus should ideally be to try to keep in perspective, the materialistic and self seeking world ‘below’ and listen to those subtle and sublime messages from heaven ‘above’. Sometimes it is difficult to work out whether our conclusions are worldly or heavenly and I think one answer is to ask ourselves: “Is my conclusion wise?”  The development of heavenly qualities within ourselves - church - can be hindered or even destroyed by thinking that we are drawing on heavenly concepts for our thinking when we are actually drawing on worldly ones and we need to be on guard against this kind of innovation*. 

If I have an issue, which like all of us I certainly do, I try to talk to the Lord in a quiet place: ask him to lead me to a section in one of the books in the Word: read it: talk to the Lord about it: explore all the angles and go on an adventure with the Lord with it. Any conclusions I draw - which might only be stepping stones towards other conclusions to be drawn at a later date - I try to test in my mind to see if I feel they is truly ‘wise’. Not easy but I believe an essential part of the process of growth. Some sort of journalling is, I find, useful. This is a long and gradual process, not a quick fix. 

So let the ‘church’ in you that is your marriage of good and truth be influence by heaven (above), not the ‘world’ (below). Often, as you probably already know, it is very difficult indeed to tell the difference and probably even more difficult to live by it, but we are told that this struggle leads to Love and Wisdom ‘coming in to dine with us.’

Best wishes: Revd. David Gaffney 

*Ref: Swedenborg’s Arcana Caelestia 1241

http://smallcanonsearch.com/read.php?book=ac&section=1241 

